
 
 
 
16th March 2016 
 
Miss Rhiannon Harries 
President 
Association of Surgeons in Training 
At The Royal College of Surgeons 
35/43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
London  WC2A 3PE 
 
Rhiannon.harries@ymail.com 
 
Dear Rhiannon 
 
Trainee Fees 
 
I know that you wrote to the College Presidents back in January on behalf of your Council in relation 
to the above topic.  I also know that there has been a great deal of discussion and communication 
going back over several years over this difficult area.  The purpose of this brief letter is simply to 
bring you up to date with the outcome of the discussion at the Joint Surgical Colleges Meeting and 
perhaps I can make the following points: 
 
First of all, the College Presidents and senior office bearers are very well aware of the tensions and 
difficulties that persist in modern surgical training and of course, these have been thrown into sharp 
relief by the recent junior doctor contract dispute.  After some robust debate, and against a 
background of significant financial demands in relation to the delivery and enhancement of the 
training support system, the Colleges have come to the view that the current trainee fee for 2016- 
2017 will remain at the present level.  Whilst no increase to the fee will pertain to this year, it is 
nevertheless important to note that several enhancements are currently being built into the 
curriculum and the ISCP such that there will inevitably be cost pressure and a need to revise the fee 
in 2017.  The exact details will need to be determined when the financial landscape is clear.   
 
I hope that you will take this news in the context of the Colleges’ continued support for our junior 
colleagues.  I fully anticipate that this may well be a topic you will wish to discuss with the Presidents 
at the forthcoming ASiT meeting and I very much look forward to engaging with you and your 
members on that occasion. 
 
With kindest regards 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Professor David J Galloway 
Chair 
Joint Surgical Colleges Meeting 


